JOB-EATING VIRUS 
FOR CLASS OF 2020 
With interviews 
postponed and 
internships canceled, 
graduates fear for 
the future. 
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State reports nearly 
100 coronavirus 
cases in one day 


BY DANIEL DESROCHERS 
ddesrochers@herald-leader.com 


Gov. Andy Beshear Saturday 
announced 92 new cases of 
the coronavirus, bringing the 
statewide total to 394, the 
highest increase Kentucky has 
seen in a single day. 
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Beshear reiterated that the 
state is expecting to see a 
surge in cases in the coming 
weeks and that the number is 
likely to increase. 

“We know there’s going to 
be more cases and we know 
there’s going to be a day when 
we have more than the 92 we 
have,” Beshear said. “We also 


know that there’s going to be 
more deaths as we go. But 
we’re ready for this.” 

As Beshear wrapped up his 
press conference, the Northern 
Kentucky Health Department 
announced its first death, a 
Kenton County resident over 
the age of 60, bringing the 
state death total to 9. All of the 


patients who have died in 
Kentucky have been over the 
age of 60. 

There were new cases in at 
least 24 counties Saturday, 
including in Fayette County, 
where 66 people have tested 
positive for COVID-19, accord- 
ing to the Lexington-Fayette 
County Health Department. 
Beshear said a 1-year-old test- 
ed positive in Fayette County. 
It is unclear if the child is a 
Fayette County resident. 

There have been a few chil- 
dren who have tested positive 
for the coronavirus, including 
a 2-year-old in Shelby County, 
a 6-year-old and a 7-year-old 
in Hardin County and a 3- 
year-old in an unknown coun- 
ty. While children can catch 
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Oscar Performance is led to a breeding shed by Daniel Delgado Friday to breed with Memorial Wall at Mill Ridge Farm. This is the height 
of Kentucky’s Thoroughbred breeding season, when next year’s crop of foals is created. Shutting down now “would devastate the 
industry,’ said Headley Bell of Mill Ridge. 


Horse farms augment their 
biosecurity, keep breeding 


BY JANET PATTON 
jpatton1@herald-leader.com 


As the coronavirus pandem- 
ic escalates, Gov. Andy Be- 
shear has mandated all but 
essential businesses close 
indefinitely. But for one Ken- 
tucky’s signature industry, 
shutting down for weeks just 
isn’t possible. 

Kentucky’s Thoroughbred 
breeding industry is in the 
midst of a crucial time: It’s the 
height of breeding season. 

“The mares are foaling right 
now. You can’t stop mares 
foaling,” said Headley Bell, 
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managing partner of Mill 
Ridge Farm in Lexington. 
“And this is when we sow our 
crop for next year.” 

Thousands of Bluegrass 
mares are being vanned to 
stallions, often to other farms, 
for “live cover,” the only way 
that the Thoroughbred indust- 
ry breeds horses. Foals con- 
ceived this spring will be born 
in 11 months, go to auction as 
yearlings, race as 2-year-olds 
and could compete in the 2024 
Kentucky Derby. 

Unlike Ford or Toyota, this 
assembly line can’t press 
pause and resume in a month. 
Stopping breeding season now 
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would mean a year without a 
foal crop. 

That, he said, “would devas- 
tate the industry.” 

To prevent that from hap- 
pening, last week the Kentucky 
Department of Agriculture 
issued guidelines, vetted by 
the state’s human health reg- 
ulators, for how to keep CO- 
VID-19 from spreading from 
farm to farm. 

Rusty Ford, the equine oper- 
ations consultant for the Of- 
fice of State Veterinarian Dr. 
Robert Stout, said that horse 
farms already are very familiar 
with biosecurity protocols, 
which are in place to avoid 


4A LexGo! Eat 
6B Obituaries 
Inside Opinion 


accidental transmission of any 
number equine diseases. 

The only difference is the 
concern is now about the other 
end of the shank. 

“This is the first time I’ve 
dealt with the health of human 
beings,” he said. 


NEW HORSE BREEDING 
PROTOCOLS 

The new protocols, shared 
throughout the horse industry 
on March 25 by The Jockey 
Club, are designed “to mini- 
mize risk of infection among 
farm staff and related person- 
nel charged with transporting 
and handling horses. ... With 
vans and individuals visiting 
multiple facilities each day 
during the breeding season, it 
is important to adopt standard 
practices in how people and 
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Animal 
welfare 
groups are 
impacted by 
COVID-19 


BY JOSH MOORE AND BILL ESTEP 
jmoore@herald-leader.com 
bestep@herald-leader.com 


Pet adoptions have de- 
creased at many animal 
shelters around Kentucky 
because of the novel coro- 
navirus pandemic, and facil- 
ities are trying to limit the 
number of animals coming 
in to avoid being over- 
whelmed. 

The pandemic has raised 
concerns about shelters’ 
donations and finances in 
some cases. 

Shelters and animal-wel- 
fare groups also are dealing 
with worries among pet 
owners about not being able 
to provide for their animals 
after losing a job, and about 
the potential to catch the 
virus from a pet. 

The shelter in Spencer 
County has seen an uptick in 
the number of people surren- 
dering animals since mid- 
March, said James Houchins, 
animal-control officer for the 
county. 

The reasons appear to be 
financial difficulties and 
concern over catching the 
virus that causes the respira- 
tory illness COVID-19, 
Houchins said. 

“Without a doubt, I think 
it’s a mixture of fear and not 
being able to provide,” he 
said. 

But shelters and animal- 
welfare groups don’t want 
people to give up their pets 
over those concerns. 

Several shelters are ad- 
dressing one of the problems 
by giving people pet food if 
needed so that they can keep 
an animal, essentially of- 
fering curbside take-out for 
people who phone ahead and 
inform shelters of needs. 

As for catching coronavi- 
rus from a pet, experts say 
that fear is unfounded. 
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CHANGES TO YOUR PAPER 


In an effort to help us 
give you as much 
information as possible 
about the coronavirus 
pandemic, you may 
notice that we’ve moved 
some content to other 
sections. This is a 
temporary measure, and 
content will return to its 
usual place as soon as 


possible. 
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